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Reading Section 

Unseen Passage 

Tip- Try to complete the exercise during the reading time. Go through the questions once and 
then read the passage. Underline the answers if found in the passage. Underline using a 
pencil. Then read the questions once again to ascertain whether the answers underlined are 
the correct answers or not. If you are unable to locate an answer then don’t waste too much 
time trying to find it out in the passage. Remember that the answers are in the passage. 

Sample Question 

Read the following passage carefully and answer the questions that follow:    

1. In the passing away of former President A.P.J. Abdul Kalam, India has lost not only a 
visionary scientist and an institution-builder, but also a staunch nationalist who was an 
inspirational figure for people across generations. Turning India into a developed country of 
the first world, was his dream, and he set about making this a reality through words and 
deeds, first as scientist, then as the President, and later, till the very end, as an ordinary 
citizen. Kalam began as a civilian rocket engineer and metamorphosed into a missile 
technologist, but it is as the “people’s president”, as the first citizen who was accessible and 
who stopped to listen to the grievances of ordinary men and women that he won the love and 
affection of his countrymen. In the fields of civilian space and military missile technologies, 
Kalam put India on the world map by laying strong indigenous foundations for them. When 
India joined the exclusive club of space faring nations comprising the U.S., Russia, France, 
Japan and China on July 18, 1980, Kalam was the Project Director of the Satellite Launch 
Vehicle-3 in the Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO). Since then, India has joined the 
world leaders in satellite launches and space research. 

2. Kalam’s tenure in the Defence Research and Development Organisation and as the 
director of the Defence Research and Development Laboratory (DRDL) at Hyderabad 
heralded immense achievements in missile technology; he was part of the team that 
envisioned India’s Guided Missile Development Programme. Projects such as the 
development of the Prithvi, Akash, Trishul and Nag missiles were undertaken. Kalam also 
insisted on the development of a strategic missile with re-entry technology, resulting in the 
Agni missile. He insisted that both ISRO and DRDO develop composites such as carbon-
carbon, fibre-reinforced plastic, etc to make motor casings lighter so that the vehicles can 
carry a heavier payload. His consortium approach led to the indigenous development of phase 
shifters, magnesium alloys, ram-rocket motors and servo-valves for missiles. As scientific 
adviser to the Defence Minister, he helped conduct India’s nuclear tests at Pokhran in May 
1998. But more than as a scientist and a technocrat, Kalam will be remembered for his tenure 
as India’s 11th president, when he moved the institution away from being merely formal and 
ceremonial in nature. He used the presidency as a platform to inspire youth, who were readily 
impressed by his earthy demeanour and discursive approach to public speaking. The missile 
man had his critics, but India’s most popular president leaves behind the legacy of more than 
one generation of inspired Indians. 

 (Editorial of The Hindu) 
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(a) On the basis of your understanding of the passage, answer the following questions by 
choosing the most appropriate option.         

1. Now Space faring nations comprises of  
(a) U.S.A., Russia & France  
(b) Russia, France, China & Japan 
(c) Japan, Russia, France, the U.S and China  
(d) India, China, Russia, Japan, U.S, and France 

2. Kalam’s idea of making strategic missile with re-entry technology led to the  
    development of  

(a) Prithvi      (b) Trishul   
(c) Agni      (d) Nag  

(b) Answer the following questions as briefly as possible.              
(1) What was former President A P J Abdul Kalam’s dream? 
(2) Why is he known as the ‘people’s president’? 
(3) How did he put India on the world map in the fields of civilian space and     

military missile technologies? 
(4) How, according to the author, did President Kalam use the presidency? 
(5) What remarkable things did President Kalam do as 11th President of India? 
(6) Mention the contributions of Kalam as the director of DRDL.  

(c) Find words from the passage which are similar in meaning to the following:  
   (1) loyal (Paragraph 1)  

(2) behaviour (Paragraph 2) 
 
Answers-  
(a) 1. (d) India, China, Russia, Japan, U.S, and France 2. (c) Agni 
(b) (1) Turning India into a developed country of the first world. (2) As the first citizen he 
was accessible and he stopped to listen to the   grievances of ordinary men and women. (3) In 
the fields of civilian space and military missile technologies, Kalam put India on the world 
map by laying strong indigenous foundations for them. (4) He used the presidency as a 
platform to inspire youth, who were readily impressed by his earthy demeanour and 
discursive approach to public speaking. (5)  But more than as a scientist and a technocrat, 
Kalam will be remembered for his tenure as India’s 11th president, when he moved the 
institution away from being merely formal and ceremonial in nature. (6) Kalam’s tenure in 
the Defence Research and Development Organisation and as the director of the Defence 
Research and Development Laboratory (DRDL) at Hyderabad heralded immense 
achievements in missile technology; he was part of the team that envisioned India’s Guided 
Missile Development Programme. (c) (1) staunch (2) demeanour 
  
Note Making 
 
Points to Remember/ Tips to Do Better 

Do the indentation properly 
Use minimum four abbreviations 
Clearly write the abbreviations inside a box after the completing the note 
Give a title to the summary 
Minimum three main points and three sub-points under each main point 
should be there 
Code – IABT3 (I = Indentation, A = Abbreviation, B = Box, T = Title, 3 = 
Main Points & Sub-Points) 

 
Note Making can done in relation to other subjects and textbooks and that way it will serve 
two purposes 1. help in understanding that subject 2. make more proficient in making note 
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Note Making Business Studies  Book Class XI Page – 67-68 

 

1. Global Enterprises 
1.1. Multinational Corptns 
1.2. Important role in 
 1.2.1. Indian Economy 
 1.2.2. World Economy 
1.3. Operatns in many countries 

2. Characteristics of MNCs 
 2.1. Huge size 
 2.2. Large no. of products 
 2.3. Advanced technology 
 2.4. Networking 
 2.5. Known as MOFA 
3. Aims of MNCs 
 3.1. Not maximising profits 
 3.2. Spreading branches 
 3.3. Making multiple products 
4. Impact of MNCs 
 4.1. Controls world economy 
 4.2. Able to sell any product 
 4.3. Has goodwill 
 4.4. Sometimes exploitative 
  4.4.1. Selling more 
   4.4.1.1. Consumer goods 
   4.4.1.2. Luxury items 
  4.4.2. Not good for developing countries 
 

Abbreviations 
1. Corptns – Corporations 
2. Operatns – Operations 
3. MOFA – Majority Owned Foreign Affiliates 
4. MNCs – Multi National Corporations 
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Note Making Pluto – A Dwarf Planet Physics Book Class XI Page – 182 

 
 
1. New definition of planets at Internt. Astro. Union 

1.1. Held on 24 Aug 2006 
1.2. Pluto not a planet 
1.3. Solar System has 8 planets 

2. Internt. Astro. Union def. of planet 
2.1. Celestial body  
2.2. Orbiting the Sun 
2.3. Having self gravity 
2.4. Of round shape 
2.5. Clearing the neighbourhood around its orbit 

3. Internt. Astro. Union def. of dwarf planet 
3.1. Celestial body 
3.2. Orbiting the sun 
3.3. Having self gravity 
3.4. Of round shape 
3.5. Not a satellite 
3.6. Not clearing the neighbourhood around its orbit 

4. Internt. Astro. Uniondef of small solar system bodies 
4.1. Not satalites 
4.2. Orbiting the sun 
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5. Pluto’s orbital path overlaps 
5.1. With other objects 

5.1.1. Trns Neptunian Objects 
5.1.2. Asteroids 
5.1.3. Comets 
5.1.4. Other small bodies 

5.2. Planet Neptune 
6. The new name of Pluto 

6.1. Pluto is a dwarf planet 
6.2. Pluto is recognized as a Trns Neptunian Object 

 
 

Abbreviation 
 

1. Internt. - International 
2. Astro. - Astronomical 
3. Def. – Definition 
4. Trns. - Trans 

 
 
 
Questions for Practice 
 
Read the Passage given below and answer the questions that follow:   

Despite all the research, every one of us catches cold and most of us catch it frequently. Our 
failure to control one of the commonest of all ailments sometimes seems ridiculous. Medical 
science regularly practices transplant surgery and has rid whole countries of such killing 
diseases as Typhus and the Plague. But the problem of common cold is unusually difficult 
and much has yet to be done to solve it. 

It is known that a cold is caused by one of a number of viral infections that affect the lining of 
the nose and other passages leading to the lungs but the confusing variety of viruses makes 
study and remedy difficult. It was shown in 1960 that many typical colds in adults are caused 
by one or the other of a family of viruses known as rhinoviruses, yet there still remain many 
colds for which no virus has as yet been isolated. 

There is also the difficulty that because they are so much smaller than bacteria which cause 
many other infections, viruses cannot be seen with ordinary microscopes. Nor can they be 
cultivated easily in the bacteriologist’s laboratory, since they only grow within the living cells 
of animals or plants. An important recent step forward, however, is the development of the 
technique of tissue culture, in which bits animal tissue are enabled to go on living and to 
multiply independently of the body. This has greatly aided virus research and has led to the 
discovery of a large number of viruses. Their existence had previously been not only 
unknown but even unsuspected. 

The fact that we can catch cold repeatedly creates another difficulty. Usually a virus strikes 
only once and leaves the victim immune to further attacks. Still we do not gain immunity 
from colds. Why? It may possibly be due to the fact that while other viruses get into the 
bloodstream where antibodies can oppose them – the viruses causing cold attack cells only on 
the surface. Or it may be that immunity from one of the many different viruses does not 
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guarantee protection from all others. It seems, therefore, that we are likely to have to suffer 
colds for some time yet. 

(a) On the basis of your reading of the above passage, makes notes on it in points only, 
using abbreviations wherever necessary. Supply a suitable title. 
 

(b) Write a summary of the above passage in 80 words using the notes made.. 
 

Read the passage given below and answer the questions that follow:     

The tests of life are its plus factors. Overcoming illness and suffering is a plus factor for it 
moulds character. Steel is iron plus fire, soil is rock plus heat. So let’s include the plus factors 
in our lives. 

Sometimes the plus factor is more readily seen by the simple hearted. Myers tells the story of 
a mother who brought into her home – as a companion to her own son – a little boy who 
happened to have a hunchback. She had warned her son to be careful not to refer to his 
disability, and to get right on playing with him as if he were like any other boy. 

The boys were playing and after a few minutes she overheard her son say to his companion: 
“Do you know what you have got on your back?” The little boy was embarrassed, but before 
he could reply, his playtime continued:  “It is the box in which your wings are and some day 
God is going to cut it open and then you will fly away and be an angel.” 

Often it takes a third eye, or a change in focus, to see the plus factor. Walking along the 
corridors of a hospital recently where patients were struggling with fear of pain and tests, I 
was perturbed. What gave me fresh perspective were the sayings put up everywhere, intended 
to uplift. One saying made me conscious of the beauty of the universe in the midst of pain, 
suffering and struggle. The other saying assured me that God was with me when I was in 
deep water and that no troubles would overwhelm me. 

The import of those sayings also made me aware of the nether springs that flow into people’s 
lives when they touch rock-bottom or when they feel lonely, or even deserted. The nether 
springs make recovery possible, and they bring peace and patience in the midst of pain and 
distress. 

The forces of death and destruction are not so much physical as they are psychic and 
psychological. When malice, hate and hardheartedness prevail, they get channeled as forces 
of destruction. Where openness, peace and good-heartedness prevail, the forces of life gush 
forth to regenerate hope and joy. 

The life force is triumphant when love overcomes fear. Both fear and love are deep 
mysteries, but the effect of love is to build whereas fear tends to destroy. Love is often the 
plus factor that helps build character. It helps us to accept and to overcome suffering. It 
creates lasting bonds and its reach is infinite. 

It is true that there is no shortage of destructive elements – forces and people who seek to 
destroy others and in the process, destroy themselves – but at the same time there are signs of 
love and life everywhere that are constantly enabling us to overcome setbacks. So let’s not 
only at gloom and doom – let’s seeks out positivity and happiness. For it is when you seek 
that you will find what is waiting to be discovered.   

Page | 7 
 



(a) On the basis of your reading of the above passage make notes on it using headings 
and sub-headings. Use recognizable abbreviations wherever necessary.           

(b)  Write a summary of the above passage in 80 words using the notes made and 
also suggest a suitable title.                 
    

Writing Section 

Notice/ Advertisement (Commercial/ Classified)/ Poster/ Invitation 

Notice 

Code – ANT DBND (A=Authority, N = Notice, T = Title, D = Date, B = Body, N = 
Name, D= Designation) 

This is the sample of a notice as given in the Main Course Book of Class X, Page 81 

 

Questions for Practice 

You are the Secretary of your school Literary Association. Write a notice in not more than 50 
words for your school notice board, giving details of the proposed inauguration of the 
Literary Association of your school. You are ‘XYZ’ of Jain Vidyashram, Cuddalore.  

As Secretary of the ‘Eco Club’ of St. Anne’s School, Ahmedabad, draft a notice in not more 
than 50 words informing the club members about the screening of Al Gore’s film, 
‘Inconvenient Truth’ in the school’s audio visual room.  

As Librarian of Crescent International School, Gwalior, draft a notice in not more than 50 
words asking all students and teachers to return the library books they have borrowed, two 
days before the commencement of the examination.  

Commercial Advertisement 

Tips for writing a commercial advertisement 
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1. The message should be (a) short, (b) sweet and (c) eye catching 
2. Simple diagrams and stick figures can be used. 
3. Different fonts can be used. 
4. The font sizes can also be changed. 
5. Blue and black ink can be used to make the poster attractive 
6. There is no rule for alignment of the lines except that the whole advertisement looks 
aesthetic or beautiful 
7. It should be put inside a box. 
 
Example of a commercial advertisement 

 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  
Classified Advertisement 

For Sale 

1. Begin with Sale/ Purchase or Wanted 
2. Write about the type of accommodation or vehicle or household item 
3. Give brief physical description 

(a) Property 
(i) Size, floor, number of rooms 
(ii) Fixture and furnishing 
(iii) Location and surrounding 

(b) Vehicle 
(i) Model and year of manufacturing 
(ii) Colour and accessory 
(iii) Condition and mileage 

(c) Household goods 
(i) Brand, model, year of manufacturing 
(ii) colour and condition 

4. Price expected/ offered 
5. Contact address and phone number 
6. Put the advertisement inside a box 
 
Example 
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To Let 

1. Begin with wanted or available 
2. Write about the type of accommodation 
3. Brief description of other details 
4. Contact address and phone number 
6. Put the advertisement inside a box. 
 
Example 

To Let 

Available on rent in ABC Nagar 
MIG Flat, 2nd floor, 2BHK, lobby, 
balcony, semi furnished, well 
ventilated, walking distance from 
market and bus stand. Rent expected 
Rs 15,000/- fixed. Company lease 
preferred. Contact Mr. XYZ, Phone 
********, email ****@gmail.com 
 

 

Situation Vacant 

1. Begin with wanted or required 

2. Write the (a) Name of the Company (b) Post (c) Number of Vacancies (d) Age (e) Sex (f) 
Qualification (g) Experience (h) Other Details (i) Pay Scale (j) Perks (k) Mode of Application 
(l) Contact Address & Phone Number 

Code – CPV-ASQ-ED-SP-MCP (C-Company, P-Post, V-Vacancy, A-Age, S-Sex, Q-
Qualification, E-Experience, D-Details, S-Scale, P-Perks, M-Mode, C-Contact, P-Phone) 
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3. Put the advertisement inside a box. 

Example 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Questions for Practice 

You are a businessman who wants to set up a small garment shop in your city. Draft an 
advertisement seeking a suitable space for rent, to be published in the ‘Wanted 
Accommodation’ column of a local newspaper. Write the advertisement in not more than 50 
words.  

You want to sell off your car as you are leaving the country. Draft a suitable advertisement to 
be inserted in ‘The Hindu’. Write the advertisement in not more than 50 words.  

The firm Bhatia & Bhatia, Industrial Area, Bangalore wants two engineers for their Chennai 
office. Draft an advertisement for the ‘Situations Vacant’ column of a local newspaper giving 
all the necessary details. Write the advertisement in not more than 50 words.  

Poster 

Tips for writing/ making a poster 

1. The message should be (a) short, (b) sweet and (c) eye catching 
2. Simple diagrams and stick figures can be used. 
3. Different fonts can be used. 
4. The font sizes can also be changed. 
5. Blue and black ink can be used to make the poster attractive. 
6. There is no rule for alignment of the lines except that the whole advertisement looks 
aesthetic or beautiful. 
7. It should be put inside a box. 
 
Draft a poster on the theme of prevention of malaria. 
 

                       Situation Vacant 
 
Wanted an experienced and qualified 
English Teacher for a leading convent 
School. Two vacancies. Age – 25-30  
years. Sex – Male/ Female Qualification 
M.A. in English. Preference to those who 
can handle computers. Salary negotiable.  
Semi furnished quarter will be provided.  
Apply with complete Bia-Data. Last date 
of submission – 25 Dec 2015. Apply to 
Principal, ABC High School, XYZ Nagar, 
Phone - ********* 
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Questions for practice 

You were very upset about the reports on communal riots in various parts of the country. As a 
concerned social worker, design a poster in not more than 50 words, highlighting the 
importance of communal harmony. You are Vinay/Vineeta. 

Public taps are always faulty and a lot of water is wasted. Design a poster in not more than 50 
words to make people aware of the need for saving water. You are Rohan/Rohini.  

As an educationist, you have noticed that the present generation has lost the habit of reading. 
Design a poster in not more than 50 words highlighting the importance of reading and the 
value of books.  

Invitation 

For declining and accepting invitation the format should be same as that of formal letter 
unless it is specifically mentioned in the question that the reply to the invitation is to be 
informal. 

Example of the body of the Reply to an invitation 

For acceptance 

Thank you for your invitation. I am honoured by your invitation and I will be delighted to 
attend the programme. It is a proud privilege for me and also an opportunity to witness the 
programme which must be a wonderful experience to be cherished. 

For declining 

Thank you for your invitation. I am honoured by your invitation. However, it will not be 
possible for me to attend the programme. I would have loved to join you on the auspicious 
occasion but because of certain unavoidable obligations, I will not be able to join the 
occasion. 

Example of a formal invitation 
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Questions for practice 

As the principal of a reputed college, you have been invited to inaugurate a Book Exhibition 
in your neighbourhood. Draft a reply to the invitation in not more than 50 words, expressing 
your inability to attend the function. You are Tarun/Tanvi.  

You have received an invitation to be the judge for a literary competition in St. Ann’s School. 
Send a reply in not more than 50 words, confirming your acceptance. You are Mohan/Mohini 

Letter (Editor/ Enquiry/ Order/ Complain/ Job Application) 

Code – FDTS1S2B(IMC)S3S4 (F=From, D = Date, T = To, S1 = Subject, S2 = 
Salutation, B = Body, I = Introduction, M = Main Body, C = Conclusion, S3 = 
Subscription, S4 = Signature Block) 

The Bio Data/ Resume/ Curriculum Vitae should have the following 

Name, Father’s Name, Mother’s Name, Address, Phone Number, E-Mail, Date of 
Birth, Educational Qualifications, Other Qualifications, Experience (if any), 
Reference, Signature of the Applicant 

Job Application 

Sample Question 

You are Sankita/ Suraj, a resident of House No 03, B. R. Gogoi Road, Guwahati. You came 
across an advertisement for the post of PHE teacher in Mahatma Gandhi High School, Kalita 
Path, Guwahati. Write an application for the post. 

House No. 03 
B. R. Gogoi Road 
Guwahati 
 
15 Dec 2015 
 
The Principal 
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Mahatma Gandhi High School 
Kalita Path 
Guwahati 
 
Subject : Application for the post of PHE teacher 

Sir/ Madam 

With reference to your advertisement in XYZ Times, I would like to present myself as a 
candidate for the post of PHE teacher in your school. 

As regards my qualifications, I have completed Masters in Physical Education from ABC 
National Institute of Physical Education in the year 2013. I have also completed a basic 
computer course of 6 months duration and presently I am employed as a Physical Instructor 
in a gym. 

Hope earnestly that my humble application will be considered favourably and on my part I do 
promise you that in case I am fortunate enough to be selected, I would try to work to your 
entire satisfaction.  

Thank you. 

Yours faithfully 

(SANKITA) 

Enclosure – Bio – Data 

1. Name Sankita 
2. Father’s Name Mr. ABC 
3. Mother’s Name Mrs. DEF 
4. Address House No. 03, B. R. Gogoi Road, Guwahati 
5.  Phone No. ********** 
6. E-Mail address ***@gmail.com 
7. Date of Birth 20 Feb 1990 
8. Educational Qualification a) Class 10 – 8 CGPA- 2006 
  b) H.S. – 72% - 2008 
  c) Masters in PHE – 80% - 2013 
9. Extra Qualification Certificate in basic computer use 
10. Previous Experience Presently working as Physical Instructor in GHI Gym 
11. Reference a) Doctor JKL, House No. #, MNO Road, Guwahati  
  b) Professor PQR, House No. #, STU Road, Guwahati 
Date – 15 Dec 2015                                                    Signature -  
Place - Guwahati                                                    Name - SANKITA 
 

Complaint Letter 

Sample Question 

You are Priyanka/ Praveen. You had bought a Micromax cell phone and after 10 days of use 
it has stopped working. Write a letter to the Manager, Servicing Centre of Micromax, 
complaining about the incident.  
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House No. # 
PQR Road 
MNO Nagar 
 
15 Dec 2015 
 
Manager 
Micromax Servicing Centre 
MNO Nagar 
 
Subject : Complaint about Micromax cell phone 
 
Sir/ Madam 

With reference to receipt number 12345 dated 19 Sep 2015, I bought a Micromax cell phone 
having model number ABC 123. However, after only 10 days of use the cell phone has 
stopped working. I am greatly disappointed by the quality of the product. 

Here I must point out that the cell phone has not been physically damaged in anyway. I 
expect that Micromax will take responsibility of selling me a defective product and replace it 
with a new product. Do let me know your decision within the next 5 years, so that, I may plan 
my further course of action. 

Thank you 

Yours faithfully 

Priyanka/ Praveen 

Tips to begin a letter to an Editor 

1. I am an avid reader of your esteemed newspaper. 

2. Every day I read your well circulated newspaper. 

3. A day doesn’t go by without me going through your informative and relevant newspaper. 

4. I will be highly obliged if you publish my humble views and suggestions in your 
newspaper 

Questions for Practice 

The roads in your area are in a very bad shape. Write a letter to the Municipal Councillor of 
your area giving him/her your suggestions on how he/she can help in improving the condition 
of the locality. You are Jagriti / Jagan Mitra, resident of 42, Model Town, Faridabad. 

You are Prem/Parul of 16, TT Nagar, Bhopal. You would like to apply for the post of 
Marketing Manager in a reputed firm in Mumbai. Write a letter to the Public Relations 
Officer, Chantac Enterprises, Mumbai, applying for the job. Write the letter in 125 – 150 
words giving your biodata. 

You are Arman/Arpita of 14, MG Road, Pune. You had bought the text book, ‘Vistas’ for 
Class XII from a neighbourhood bookstore. After browsing through the book, you realized 
that a few pages were missing and the print overlapped on a few pages. Write a complaint 
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letter in 125 – 150 words to the Manager, Dawn Books, Lawrence Road, Chennai requesting 
him for a replacement or refund.  

You are awaiting your class 12th results. Meanwhile, you would like to do a short term 
course on personality development. Write a letter to the Director, Personal Care, Hyderabad, 
enquiring about the course details. You are Kailash/Kusum of 148, Model Town, Delhi. (125 
– 150 words)  

Questions for Practice 
 
You are Gopal/ Gopika, a social worker. You have observed that young boys and girls go on 
increasing their academic qualification without proper direction. Most of them do not get any 
employment creating the problem of the educated unemployed. Some of them drift into 
unsocial activities. Write an article in 150 - 200 words on how this problem of the ‘educated 
unemployed’ can be solved.  
 
Cyclones often hit the coastal areas causing a lot of devastation in terms of life and property. 
Helping the sufferers requires a lot of assistance from private and public sources. A scientific 
mechanism is necessary to cope with the situation in time of emergency. Write an article in 
150 - 200 words on how the victims of cyclones can be helped. You are Kamal/Kamala.  
 
Last week as you were coming back from school you happened to see a huge plastic bag full 
of leftovers of food being flung into the middle of the road from a speeding car. You 
wondered how people can be so devoid of civic sense. Write an article in 125 – 150 words on 
why we lack civic sense and how civic sense can be inculcated in children at a very young 
age. You are Shiva/Shamini. 
 
Speech 

Tips for writing a better speech 

1. Begin with a quotation 
2. Greet the audience and the dignitaries 
 Examples –  a) Today I stand before you to say a few words on/ about… 

b) A very good morning to one and all present here… 
c) Respected Principal Sir/ Madam, Esteemed Teachers and Dear 
fellow Students… 
d) Today I will throw light on… 
e) Good morning to highly honourable Chief Guest and highly 
respected Guest of Honour and to all the other ladies and gentlemen, 
boys and girls… 
f) It is my prod privilege to give a speech on… 

3. Try to include an anecdote (story). The incident narrated should be connected to the topic 
of the speech. 
4. Try to include humour (fun and laughter) in the speech. 
5. Talk or deliver the speech in such a way that the audience gets involved. Ask questions to 
the audience.  
6. Be sweet by being brief.  
 
Sample question 

You are Mamata/ Manash, the head girl/ head boy of your school. You are asked to give a 
speech on the pollution caused by plastic bags. The speech is to be delivered in the morning 
assembly. Write it in not more than 200 words. 
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‘The environment is being slowly suffocated by plastic bags.’ 

Respected Principal Sir, Esteemed Teachers and dear fellow students, I wish you all a good 
morning. Today I will throw light on the use of plastic bags and the abuse of environment. 

We all use plastic bags. If not all, then at least many of us use plastic bags, don’t we? Do you 
know that plastic bags can cause harm to the environment? May be you do. But still you use 
plastic bags. Why? May be because plastic bags are very cheap and easily available and also 
very easy to carry and use. 

Well, do you know swimming? If you don’t, then please do learn and buy a boat. The plastic 
bags in your garbage are going to clog the flow of water in the drains and that will cause 
water logging and flood during the rainy season. That’s why I said that you should learn 
swimming and buy a boat. 

Plastic bags are not cheap but costly because the environment that it destroys is invaluable 
and can’t be bought by money. Further, plastic is non-biodegradable, and therefore, destroys 
the soil making it unsuitable for cultivation. So, if you want to kill the future of your progeny, 
then please do keep using plastic bags. But if you want to live a healthy life, if you want 
children to inherit a healthy planet, then stop using plastic bags. In place of plastic bags use 
bags made of cloth, jute and paper. 

Thank you. Have a wonderful plastic free day. 

Mamata/ Manash 

Question for Practice 

You are Ajay/Anu, Head Boy/Girl of Kendriya Vidyalaya, Kanpur. You have seen some 
students of junior classes littering the school compound and verandahs with tiffin left-overs. 
It makes the school look unclean and untidy. Write a speech in 150 - 200 words to be 
delivered in the morning assembly, advising such students to keep the school neat and clean.  

Debate 

Topics for practice 

Can computers replace teachers? 

Should boys learn to cook? 

Should students be allowed to use cell phones and phablets in class? 

The following points are taken from Main Course Book of Class X, Page 50-51 
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Sample question 

Write a debate on the following topic 

“Dissection of animals is necessary”. 

For the motion 

Honourable Jury, Fellow Delegates and the Most Honourable Esteemed Guests, I thank you 
all for this privilege given to me. In my opinion dissection is necessary because it gives 
practical knowledge to the researchers and teaches them proper lab skills. Nothing could be 
more illogical than to stop dissection as it is a very important part of hands on training in 
anatomy. It is unrealistic to say that students and researchers can fully examine and describe 
the different organs without having any training in dissection. I strongly support the view that 
dissection is extremely necessary to teach students correct knowledge through practical 
application. 

Against the motion 

Honourable Chair, Fellow Delegates and the Most Revered Audience, I firmly reject the idea 
that dissection is necessary. I would like to draw attention to the fact that dissection teaches 
cruelty and abuse of the animals. My next argument against the motion is that dissection is 
unethical. I failed to understand how dissection can make us better researchers because 
dissection makes us better monsters.  May I ask my opponent whether dissection wont have a 
negative impact on bio-diversity? I strongly believe that dissection would cause ecological 
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imbalance; and therefore, I wholeheartedly support the use of virtual labs and models in place 
of dissection because knowledge at the cost of kindness can never be justified. 

Article 

Tips 

Writing the article try to achieve the 6 P’s – pleasant appearance, planning, perspicuity, 
proportion, persuasiveness. 

The four essential stages in the creation of an article are – thinking, arranging, writing, and 
revising. Always have rough paper. Write your ideas down on this paper first. Always make a 
plan (a general outline or scheme, a skeleton framework). Don’t sit thinking too long; get 
your ideas down on paper quickly. Plan your time too and practice writing to time limits. 
Spend 1/6 of time allowed on thinking about it and drawing up your outline, ¾ of the time on 
writing it, and 1/12 of the time for revision and correction. It is important to keep enough 
time for a final reading, but be careful not to have too much time left over or you will be 
tempted to add on afterthoughts to an article already finished and revised. The article must 
have: beginning, middle, end. Introduction should not be too lengthy. Follow up the 
introduction and develop the subject. Round off with satisfactory conclusion – not ending 
abruptly in mid-air, or tamely on a minor point. Vary the length of your paragraphs – a short 
sandwich paragraph between two longer ones can be very effective. Be lucid and clear. Write 
in direct and plain English. Write with economy and accuracy. Use concrete and specific 
images, not abstract and general ones. If possible use similes, metaphors and other figures of 
speech. Don’t use beginnings like : “ I take up my pen to write” or “ Although time allowed 
is short”, or “ What can I say about...?” or stale and stereotyped endings like: “ In conclusion 
we may say”, or “ Finally we see that the advantages outweigh the disadvantages”, or” Thus, 
looking at the matter from both points of view, we may say that”, or “ summing up, we can 
conclude that”. It is wiser to make a good opening with an anecdote, quotation, epigram or 
definition, and to close with a brief summary, with comments, a striking sentence or epigram. 

India of my dreams 

By Sreshtha Barua 

You may be just a pinprick in the sea of humanity that India represents. One may question 
how one individual can envision and transform India into a country of his/her dreams- a 
country where peace and happiness will reign supreme, where honesty and discipline will be 
a way of life and corruption a barbaric custom of Ancient History, but I believe it is possible. 
As it has been rightly said “Little drops of water, little grains of sand, Make the mighty ocean 
And the pleasant land” (Julia Abigail Fletcher Carney). Every individual is important, every 
action counts, every word matters as it sets a ripple effect- intangible yet very rewarding. 

As a student one can start by being honest, caring and disciplined. Parents and teachers 
should motivate students to believe in themselves. Not all children may excel academically 
but their understanding of their hidden talents, their belief in themselves will surely bring 
about a change in the fabric of society. I also believe that to attain peace and harmony in life 
one has to be in harmony with nature. Nothing can be better than studying in a clean and 
green environment, far from pollution, under the blue sky and the bright sun. Inculcating the 
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right values: honesty, sincerity, kindness, sensitivity, respect for the elderly and women, will 
surely make every individual a complete human being. 

Let us break the barriers of caste, creed, language and religion, and instead embrace the 
religion of humanity. If the rich help the poor, if there are no hungry mouths, no old age 
homes and no corruption the day won’t be far when India will be a truly progressive country. 
Like our late Ex-President Shri A P J Abdul Kalam I believe in my country, in the innate 
goodness of man. As Noble Laureate Shri Rabindranath Tagore had envisioned, I too dream 

 “ Where the mind is without fear and the Head is held high/ Where Knowledge is free/ 
Where the world has not been broken up into fragments by narrow domestic walls…Into that 
heaven of freedom, my Father let my country awake.” 

Literature 

Vistas (Supplementary Reader) 

The Tiger King 

The plot in short 

A royal prince was born. 
The astrologers predicted that in the future King would be killed by a tiger. 
The child grew up to be a king. 
The king started killing tigers. 
The astrologer said that the king would be killed by the 100th tiger. 
The king vowed to kill 100 tigers. 
The king killed 99 tigers. 
The king didn’t kill the 100 tiger because the bullet missed its target. 
The 100th tiger was so old that it didn’t die of the bullet but fainted on hearing the shot. 
The king thought he had killed 100 tigers. 
The king gifted a wooden tiger to his son. 
At last he was killed by a wooden tiger. 
 
Answer the following in 30 – 40 words each 
1. How did the tiger king acquire his name?      
2. How was the tiger king brought up? 
3. What led the Maharaja to start out on tiger hunt?       
4. What did the high ranking British officer wish to do? Was his wish fulfilled? 
5. Even though the Maharaja lost Rs. 3 lac, he was still happy. Why?   
6. Why did the Maharaja’s tiger killing mission come to a sudden standstill? 
7. Why did the Maharaja decide to get married?     
8. Why was the Maharaja so anxious to kill the 100th tiger?    
9. Did the Tiger King shoot the hundredth tiger? Give reasons for your answer.  
10. How did the tiger king celebrate his victory over the killing of the 100th tiger 
 
 Answer the following in 125 – 150 words 
1 When did the Tiger King stand in danger of losing his kingdom? How was he able to 

avert the danger?          
2 The astrologer’s prediction about the death of the tiger king came to be true. Do you 

agree with this statement?        
3 How did the Tiger King meet his end? What is ironical about his fate?  
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The Enemy 

Some points from the story 
 
Sadaos’ father was very strict about his study. 
Sadao was sent to USA for further studies when he was twenty-two. 
He came back to Japan after eight years when he was thirty years old. 
 
The story and its dilemma simplified 
 
Which nation did the doctor belong to? Japan 
Which nation did the injured soldier belong to? USA 
Were the two nations at war? No 
Did the doctor save the life of the soldier? Yes 
Was the doctor a traitor? Yes/ No 
Did the doctor betray his country? Yes/ No 
Was the doctor a good doctor? Yes 
Why was the doctor a good doctor? He saved a human life. 
Was the doctor a good human being? Yes 
Which one is better – friendship or enmity? Friendship 
In case of a conflict between humanity and nationality, what should a person choose and 
why? 
Humanity because humanity unites and nationality divides. 
 
Answer the following in 30 – 40 words each 
1. Why was Dr. Sadao not sent to the battlefield?      
2. Hana told Yumi to wash the soldier. How did Yumi react?     
3. How did the gardener react when Dr. Sadao told him about the wounded American 

soldier? 
4. Why did the servant leave Dr. Sadao’s house?      
5. Why does the General not want to be treated by a doctor trained in Germany? 
6. What secret plan did the General have about the American sailor staying under the  
 care of Dr. Sadao? 
7.  How did Dr. Sadao get rid of the American soldier?    
8. Why did Dr. Sadao treat the American soldier even though it was an unpatriotic act on 

his part ? 
9. Why did the General not order immediate arrest of Dr. Sadao who had sheltered a white 

man ? 
10.   What was Sadao’s father’s dream for him?  
 
Answer the following in 125 – 150 words 
1. Describe the difficulties faced by Dr. Sadao when he decided to help the enemy soldier? 
2. Why did Dr. Sadao let the wounded American soldier escape? Explain highlighting the 
 character of Dr. Sadao.         
3. How did Dr. Sadao rise above narrow prejudices of race and country to help a human 

being in  need?          
 
Should Wizard Hit Mommy 

This lesson highlights the tussle between the adult and the child. The daughter rejects the 
father’s conclusion of a story. The daughter challenges the authority of the father in 
determining the conclusion of a fictitious story. The daughter wants to take over the control 
over the story but the father is not willing to relinquish the control. It talks about the gap 
between the point of view of the parent and the point of view of the child. The father’s 
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unwillingness to let the daughter determine the end of the story tells us that the father is 
possessive about his daughter and the daughter resents that control over her life or rather over 
her point of view about the rights and wrongs of life. 

Answer the following in 30 – 40 words each 
1. Why did Roger Skunk go in search of the Wizard?    
2. How did the wizard help Roger Skunk?      
3. How did the woodland creatures react to the Skunk’s new smell?  
4. Why was roger skunk’s mommy angry with him? What did she finally tell him?  
5. How did the Skunk’s mother get his old smell back?     
7. How did Jo want the wizard to behave when mommy Skunk approached him?     
8. How does Jo want the story to end?       
9. What makes Jack feel caught in an ugly middle position?   
10. What is the moral issue that the story Should Wizard Hit the Mommy raises? Textbook  
 
Answer the following in 125 – 150 words 
1. Why did Jo disapprove of the way Jack ended  the story of Roger Skunk? How did Jack  
 react to her opinion? How did she want it to end?  
2. How is an adult’s perspective on life different from that of a child? Explain with  
 reference to the lesson Should Wizard Hit the Mommy.  
3. What impression do you form of Jack as a father?      
 

On the Face of It 

Characteristics of Derry and Lamb 

Derry Lamb 
Acid burn Lame 
14 years old boy Old man, ex-soldier 
Living with family Living without family 
Alienated Friendly 
Full of angst Warm and welcoming 
Dejected and full of negativity Constructive and full of hope  
No friend Everybody is a friend 
Likes Nature Likes Nature and books 
Victim of accident Victim of accident 
 

Answer the following in 30 – 40 words each 
1. Why did Mr. Lamb help Derry? 
2.  How does Mr. Lamb keep himself busy when it is a bit cool? Delhi 2012 
3. What peculiar things does Derry notice about the old man, Lamb? AI 2012 
4.         Why does Mr. Lamb leave his gate always open?  AI 2011 
5. What qualities of Mr. Lamb attracted Derry to him? AI 2009 
6. How does Mr. Lamb try to remove the baseless fears of Derry? A2008 
 
Answer the following in 125 – 150 words 
1.      Both Derry and Lamb are physically impaired and lonely. It is the responsibility of     

society to understand and support people with infirmities so that they do not suffer 
from a sense of alienation. As a responsible citizen, write in about 100 words what 
you would do to bring about a change in the lives of such people.     

2. The lesson, 'On The Face of It', is an apt depiction of the loneliness and sense of 
alienation experienced by people on account of a disability. Explain.   
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3. How did Mr. Lamb’s meeting with Derry become a turning point in Derry’s life 
 
 

Evans Tries an O-level 

Evans is –  (a) a prisoner in Oxford Prison 
  (b) serving a sentence for stealing 
  (c) an examinee of o-level German examination 
  (d) known as ‘Evans the Break’ who tried to escape from prison thrice 
  (e) very clever and intelligent 
  (f) very good actor 
  (g) a good singer 
  (h) not violent 
  (i) friendly with the prison authorities 
  (j) good natured and lovable 
 
Answer the following in 30 – 40 words each 
1. Who was Carter? What did the Governor ask him to do ?  
2. How did the Governor react to the two phone calls he received in quick succession?  
3. Why did Evans not take off his hat when Jackson ordered him to do so ?  
4. What clues did the answer sheet of Evans provide to the Governor?  
5. Who do you think has outwitted the other – Evans or the ‘Governor? How?  
 
 
Answer the following in 125 – 150 words 
1.  What precautions were taken by the prison authorities for the smooth conduct of the 
examination? 
2.   How did the negligence of the prison officers prove to be a boon for Evans?  FOREIGN 
2014 
3.  What precautions were taken by the prison authorities to ensure that the German exam 
was conducted smoothly and also under strict security?   Delhi 2011 
  
Memories of Childhood 
 
Answer the following in 30 – 40 words each 
1. Why did Zitkala-Sa resist the shingling of her hair?  
2. What is common between Zitkala-Sa and Bama?  
3. What comic incident did Bama narrate to her brother ? Why was he not amused ?  
4. What advice did Annan offer Bama?  
5. Why was Zitkala-Sa terrified when Judewin told her that her hair would be cut short?  
6. When did Bama first come to know of the social discrimination faced by the people of her 
community?  
 
Answer the following in 125 – 150 words 
1. What activities did Bama witness on her way back home from school? 
2. What oppression and discrimination did Zitkala-Sa and Bama experience during their 
childhood? How did they respond to their respective situations?  
 

Flamingo (Text Book) 

Prose 

The Last Lesson 
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Answer the following in 30 – 40 words each 
1. What was Franz expected to be prepared with for school that day?  
2. Why was Franz afraid when he was going to school that day?    
3. For Franz, what was more tempting than going to school and why?    
4. What did Franz notice that was unusual about the school that day?  
5. What had been put up on the bulletin board? 
6. Mention two things about M. Hamel that surprised Franz on his last day at school.  
7. How was M.Hamel’s class different the day Franz went late to school?  
8. Who were sitting on the back benches of the classroom? 
9.  ‘What a thunderclap these words were to me.’ Which were the words that shocked and 

surprised Franz?          
10. What were the subjects taken up by M. Hamel on the day of the last lesson? 
 
Answer the following in 125 – 150 words 
1. What changes did the narrator find in the school when the order from Berlin came?   
2. Describe the effect, on life at school, produced by the passing of Alsace and Lorraine into 

Prussian hands.            
3. Franz’s attitude towards school as well as towards M. Hamel change when he comes to 

know about the take over of his village by Prussians. Do you agree? Discuss with 
reference to the lesson. 

 

Lost Spring 

Answer the following in 30 – 40 words each 
1. Who was Saheb? How did he earn his living?     
2. What is Saheb looking for in the garbage? Where has he come from and why?  
3. What story did a man from Udipi once tell the author Anees Jung?  
4. Is Saheb happy working at the tea stall?     
5. What makes the city of Firozabad famous?  
6. Mention two hazards of working in the glass bangle industry.    
7. How is Mukesh’s attitude different from that of his family?  
8. Why are the people of Firozabad averse to co operative movement? 
 Is it possible for Mukesh to realize his dream? Justify your answer.  
9. What does the title Lost Spring convey?      
10. Why did Saheb’s parents leave Dhaka and migrate to India ? 

 
Answer the following in 125 – 150 words 
1. Lost Spring explains the grinding poverty and traditions that condemn thousands of 

people to a life of abject poverty. Do you agree? Why / Why not?    
2. The bangle makers of Firozabad  make beautiful bangles and make everyone happy but 

they live and die in squalor. Elaborate.       
3. Give a brief account of the life and activities of the people like Saheb-e-Alam settled in 

Seemapuri.             
 

Deep Water 

Answer the following in 30 – 40 words each 
1. Which factors led Douglas to decide in favour of Y.M.C.A. pool?  
2. What created an aversion for water in William Douglas when he was three years old?  
3. What sort of terror seized Douglas as he went down the water with a yellow glow? How 

could he feel that he was still alive?       
4. What is the misadventure that William Douglas speaks about?  
5. Why was Douglas keen to overcome his fear of water?   
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6. How did the instructor help Douglas to overcome his fear of water?  
7. How did Douglas finally get rid of the fear he had of water?   
8. What did Douglas learn from his experience of drowning?   
9. What did Douglas feel and do when he was pushed into the swimming pool ? 
10. How did his swimming instructor ―build a swimmer‖ out of Douglas ? 
 
Answer the following in 125 – 150 words     
1. What was William Douglas afraid of? How did he eventually overcome his fear?  
2. Why does Douglas as an adult recount a childhood experience of terror and his 

conquering of  it? What larger meaning does he draw from his experience? 
3.      Douglas fully realized the truth of Roosevelt’s statement ‘All we have to fear is fear    
         itself’. How did this realization help him brush aside his fear and become an expert    
         swimmer ?  
 
The Rattrap 

This is a story about crime and punishment. The setting is Norway. But it speaks about 
universal human predicaments and emotions. A poor tramp is tempted to steal and that 
temptation proves to be a trap. It is the trust of a rich girl with a benevolent heart that sets him 
free from the trap. She shows him the way out of the maze and it is her belief in his goodness 
that makes him rediscover the good in him and work out of his angst and cynicism. The story 
is about the victory of hope, trust and compassion.  

Answer the following in 30 – 40 words each 
1. From where did the peddler get the idea of the world being a rattrap?  

 Textbook 
2. Why was the peddler amused by the idea that the whole world is a big rattrap?  
3. Why was the peddler surprised when he knocked on the door of the cottage? 
4. Why was the crofter so talkative and friendly with the peddler?    
5. Why did the crofter show the thirty kronor to the peddler?     
6. The crofter can be called as a good host. Why?           
7. Did the peddler respect the confidence reposed in him by the crofter?    
8. Why did the peddler keep to the woods after leaving the crofter’s cottage?    
9. What doubts did Edla have about the peddler?       
10. Why did the peddler accept Edla’s invitation? How did he feel?   

    
Answer the following in 125 – 150 words 
1. The story The Rattrap focuses on human loneliness and the need to bond with others. 

Explain.           
2. How did the peddler get out of the rattrap he had fallen into?    
3. Give examples from the story The Rattrap to show how the ironmaster is different from 

his daughter.           
 

Indigo 

Answer the following in 30 – 40 words each 
1. Why did Rajkumar Shukla go to meet Gandhi?      
2. Give an example from the lesson Indigo to show that Raj Kumar Shukla was  
 a resolute man?           
3. What did the peasants pay the British landlords as rent? What did the British now want 

instead and why?          
4. How was Gandhiji able to influence the lawyers at Champaran?    
5.  “The battle of Champaran is won!” What led Gandhi to make this remark?   
6. Why did Gandhi agree to the planter’s offer of a 25% refund to the farmers? 
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7. How did the Champaran episode change the plight of the peasants?   
8. How did Gandhi keep a distant watch on the Ashram?     
9. Why did Gandhi object to C.F.Andrews’ stay in Champaran?    
10.   How did the Champaran peasants react when they heard that a  Mahatma had come to  
 help them ? 
 
Answer the following in 125 – 150 words       
1. Why do you think Gandhiji considered the Champaran episode to be a turning point in 

his life?          
2.     Gandhiji’s was not a loyalty to abstractions; it was a loyalty to living, human beings.   
        Why did Gandhiji continue his stay in Champaran even after indigo sharecropping         
        disappeared?  
3. Give an account of Gandhiji's efforts to secure justice for the poor indigo sharecroppers 

of Champaran.   
 
Going Places 

Answer the following in 30 – 40 words each 
1. Where was it most likely that the two girls would find work after school and why?  
2. What were the options that Sophie was dreaming of? Why does Jansie discourage her 

from having such dreams?         
3. Why was Sophie jealous of Geoff’s silence?     
4. What did Sophie tell Geoff about her meeting with Danny Cassey?    
5. Why did Sophie like her brother Geoff more than any other person?   
6. Where did Sophie meet Cassey and what did they talk about?    
7. Why didn’t Sophie want Jansie to know about her story with Danny?  
8. Write a character sketch of Jansie        
9. Did Geoff keep his promise? How do you know?         
10. What did Sophie imagine about her meeting with Danny Cassey?  

   
Answer the following in 125 – 150 words 
1 Jansie is just as old as Sophie but she is very different from her. Bring out the contrast 

between the two friends citing relevant instances from the story, Going Places.  
2.  The story Going Places draws a beautiful contrast between fact and fiction. Comment. 
3.      Sophie was a dreamer. The lesson ‘Going Places’ reminds us that mere dreams will not  

help us to  accomplish anything. What qualities, do you think, would help Sophie to  
realize her dreams?  
 

Poetry 

The name of the poet and the poem should be learnt by heart 

Sl No Name of the Poem Name of the Poet 
1 My Mother at Sixty-six Kamala Das 
2 An Elementary School Classroom in a Slum Stephen Spender 
3 Keeping Quiet Pablo Neruda 
4 A Thing of Beauty John Keats 
5 Aunt Jennifer’s Tiger Adrienne Rich 
 

My Mother at Sixty-six 

What is the poem about? 
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It is about a daughter and her fear of losing her mother who is gradually becoming old and 
moving towards death. The daughter doesn’t want to lose her mother. However, the daughter 
knows that old age and subsequent death is inevitable. 

Questions for practice 
 
I looked again at her, wan, pale     
as a late winter’s moon and felt that old  
familiar ache, my childhood’s fear,  
but all I said was see you soon Amma  
all I did was smile and smile and smile ……  

(a) What was the poet’s childhood fear ?   
(b) What were the poet’s parting words ?   
(c) What is the poetic device used in these lines ?  

     
and looked out at young 
trees sprinting, the merry children spilling 
out of their homes, but after the airport’s 
security check, standing a few yards 
away, I looked again at her, wan 
pale as a late winter’s moon and felt that old familiar ache,……. 

 (a) How can the trees sprint? 
 (b) Why did the poet look at her  mother again? 
 (c) What did she observe? 
 (d) Identify the figure of speech used in these lines. 
 

Driving from her parent’s       
Home to Cochin last Friday 
Morning, I saw my mother, beside me, 
Doze, open mouthed, her face ashen like that 
Of a corpse and realized with pain 
That she was as old as she looked… 
 (a) Where was the poet driving to? 
 (b) Why was her mother’s face looking like that of a corpse? 
 (c) What did the poet notice about her mother? 

 
my childhood’s fear        
but all I said was, see you soon, Amma, 
all I did was smile and smile  and smile…… 
 (a)  Who is “I”? 
 (b) What was my childhood’s fear? 
 (c) Why did the narrator smile repeatedly? 

   

Answer the following in 30 – 40 words each:  

What is the kind of ache and pain that the poet feels when she left for the airport?  
Why are the young trees described as sprinting?     
Why has the poet brought in the image of merry children spilling out of their homes?  
Why has the mother been compared to the late winter’s moon?              
What do the parting words of the poet and her smile signify?   
 

An Elementary School Classroom in a Slum 
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What is the poem about? 

It is about underprivileged children who should be empowered by means of education and 
who should be given an opportunity to a better life, so that, they can break the limitations of 
the slum. It highlights that children are the future of humanity and the future of humanity 
depends on how well we treat our children. 

Questions for practice 

Surely, Shakespeare is wicked, the map a bad example, 
With ships and sun and love tempting them to steal- 
For lives that slyly turn in their cramped holes 
From fog to endless night? 
  (a) Why is Shakespeare referred to as wicked?               
  (b) Where do their lives ‘slyly’ turn?                

       (c) Explain – ‘ From fog to endless night?’ 
  

On their slag heap, these children       
Wear skins peeped through by bones and spectacles of steel 
With mended glass, like bottle bits on stones. 
All of their time and space are foggy slums 
So blot their maps with slums as big as doom. 

(a) Which two images are used to describe these slums? 
(b) What sort of life do these children lead? 
(c) Which figure of speech is used in the last line? 
 

Break O break till they break the town       
And show the children to green fields, and make their world 
Run azure on gold sands, and let their tongues 
Run naked into books the white and green leaves open 
History theirs whose language is the sun. 
  (a) To whom does ‘they’ refer to? 
  (b) What would they break? 
  (c) What other freedom should they enjoy? 
 
And, yet for these 
Children, these windows, not his map, their world, 
Where all their future‖s painted with a fog, 
  (a) Which map is the poet talking about in the above lines ?  
  (b) To what do the words, ――these windows, their world‖‖, refer ? 2 

  (c) What sort of future do the slum children have ? 
 

Answer the following in 30 – 40 words each:  

What does the poet want / wish for the children of the slums?   
How does the poet describe the classroom walls?    
How do the pictures and maps on the wall contrast with the world the slum children live in? 
What does the poet mean by ‘let their tongues run naked into books’ in the poem An 
Elementary School Classroom in a Slum? 
What change does the poet hope for in the lives of the slum children? 
 

Keeping Quiet 
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What is the poem about? 

It is about looking inside and finding the goodness locked inside us. It is about trying to listen 
to the world around us without being assertive and aggressive and about trying to understand 
each other; and thus construct a better world based on understanding and peace. 

Questions for practice 

Fisherman in the cold sea      
would not harm whales 
and the man gathering salt 
would look at his hurt hands 

(a) What does the poet expect from the fisherman and why? 
(b) What will the man gathering salt do? 
(c) What do the hurt hands imply? 
 

Those who prepare green wars, 
wars with gas, wars with fire, 
victory with no survivors, 
would put on clean clothes 
and walk about with their brothers 
in the shade, doing nothing. 

 (a) Whom does ‘those’ refer to here? 
 (b) What do ‘green wars, wars with gas, wars with fire’ signify? 
 (c) What does the poet mean by “victory with no survivors” 
 

what I want should not be confused 
with total inactivity. 
Life is what it is about; 
I want no truck with death. 

(a) What does the poet want? 
(b) What does ‘total inactivity’ imply? 
(c) What is life ‘all about’? 
(d) Explain: I want no truck with death. 
 

Perhaps the Earth can teach us     
as when everything seems dead 
and later proves to be alive. 
Now I’ll count up to twelve 
And you keep quiet  and I will go. 

(a) What does the earth teach us? 
(b) Why does the poet count up to twelve? 
(c) What will keeping quiet help us to achieve? 
 

Answer the following in 30 – 40 words each:     

Why do you think the poet has used the capital letter ‘E’ in ‘Earth’ in the poem? 
What can the Earth teach us?       
How will being quiet help us? 
What significant lesson do we learn from the earth?    
Why does the poet wish to count up to twelve? 
How will the poet’s counting help us? 
 
A Thing of Beauty 
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What is the poem about? 

It is about how an experience of a beautiful thing has a positive impact on our happiness. The 
beauty of Nature and Mother Earth is equated with a beautiful thing that inspires a happy 
memory.the happy memory gives us hope and helps us to fight depression. 

Questions for practice 

Therefore, on every morrow, are we wreathing      
A flowery band to bind us to the earth 
Spite of despondence, of the inhuman dearth 
Of noble natures, of the gloomy days, 
Of all the unhealthy and over darkened ways 
Made for our searching: 

(a) What are the flowery band that bind us to the earth? 
(b) What message do the above lines convey? 

 
And such too is the grandeur of the dooms      
We have imagined for the mighty dead 
All lovely tales that we have heard or read 
An endless fountain of immortal drink 
Pouring unto to us from heaven’s brink. 
  (a) Who are the mighty dead? How do we know about them? 
  (b) What images does the poet use to convey that beauty is everlasting? 
  (c) What lovely tales that we have heard pr dread?    
      (d) Identify the figure of speech used in the above lines. 
 
Spite of despondence, of the inhuman dearth  
Of noble natures, of the gloomy days,  
 Of all the unhealthy and o’er-darkened ways  
 Made for our searching: yes in spite of all,  
Some shape of beauty moves away the pall  
From our dark spirits.  
 (a) Name the poem and the poet.                           
 (b) Why are we ‘despondent’?                               
 (c) What removes ‘the pall from our dark spirits’?      
 
Answer the following in 30 – 40 words each: 
   
Why does Keats associates ‘grandeur’ associated with death?     
What is the source of endless fountain and what is its effect?   
What spreads the pall of despondence over our dark spirits? How is it removed?  
According to Keats, what makes man love life in spite of all its problems and miseries?  
  
Aunt Jennifer’s Tiger 

What is the poem about? 

It is about a woman whose dreams and desires are crushed by a tyrannical husband and 
whose freedom is destroyed by marital responsibilities. It highlights a perverted relationship 
based on fear, dominance and cruelty rather than love, mutual respect and understanding 

Questions for practice 
 
Aunt Jennifer’s tigers prance across a screen,     
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Bright topaz denizens of a world of green 
They do not fear the men beneath the tree 
They pace in sleek chivalric certainty. 
 (a)How are Aunt Jennifer’s tigers described? 
 (b)Why are they described as denizens of a world of green? 
 (c) Why are they not afraid of men? 
  
They do not fear the men beneath the tree    
They pace in sleek chivalric certainty.  

(a) Are Aunt Jennifer’s tiger’s real? Give reasons for your answer. 
(b) Why do the tigers not fear the man beneath the tree? 
(c) What do you understand by ‘chivalric certainty’? 
 

Aunt Jennifer’s fingers fluttering through her wool   
Find even the ivory needle hard to pull 
The massive weight of Uncle’s weeding band 
Sits heavily upon Aunt Jenifer’s hand. 

(a) What is Aunt Jennifer doing? 
(b) Why are Aunt Jennifer’s fingers fluttering through her wool? 
(c) Why does Aunt Jennifer create animals which are so different? 
 

Find even the ivory needle hard to pull    
The massive weight of Uncle’s weeding band 
Sits heavily upon Aunt Jenifer’s hand. 

(a) Why are Aunt Jennifer’s fingers fluttering? 
(b) What is suggested by the image ‘the massive weight of Uncle’s weeding band’? 
(c) Why did Aunt Jennifer create animals which were so different from her own 
character? 
 

Answer the following in 30 – 40 words each: 
 

What are the ordeals Aunt Jennifer is surrounded by?   
Interpret the symbol found in the poem Aunt Jennifer’s Tigers. 
How does Aunt Jennifer express her bitterness and anger against male dominance? 
How are Aunt Jennifer’s tigers different from her?  
Why did Aunt Jennifer choose to embroider tigers on the panel?  
How do the words, 'denizens' and 'chivalric' add to our understanding of Aunt Jennifer's 
tigers?  
 

Long Reading Text/ Novel 

Invisible Man 

Links 

Summary 

http://www.shmoop.com/invisible-man-wells/summary.html 

Audio Book 

http://www.loyalbooks.com/book/invisible-man-by-h-g-wells 

Two questions will be asked one based on characterisation and the other based on the plot. 
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Character of 

Dr Kemp 

Thomas Marvel 

Mrs Hall 

Invisible Man 

Plot 

Meeting between Griffin and Marvel 

Meeting between Griffin and Kemp 

Incident of the dancing furniture 

Death of Invisible Man 

Describe the incident at Port Stowe. 

What happened at the ‘Jolly Cricketer’s’ and who helped Marvel to escape from the 
Invisible Man? 

Describe the experiment conducted by Griffin to make things invisible. 

What did Griffin do to get clothing and make himself comfortable? 

Describe Invisible Man’s visit to Emporium. 

What happened when Griffin entered the shop at Drury Lane? 

Why did Kemp betray Griffin? Do you support his betrayal? Give reasons. 

How did Griffin meet his tragic end? 

Describe the first meeting between Griffin and Dr. Kemp. 

Marvel is the only person who benefits from the Invisible Man’s death. Justify.   

Example 

1. How does the Invisible man meet his end? 

After Col Adye was shot by Griffin as he was leaving Kemp’s house to go to the station 
and get bloodhounds, two policemen and a girl came to Kemp’s house. Then Griffin 
started smashing doors and windows with an axe. Kemp gave the policemen pokers to 
defend themselves. Griffin gained entry and the policemen fought with him and one even 
managed to hurt Griffin who escaped. Soon they found out that Kemp had also fled. 
Kemp tried to take shelter in the house of his neighbour Mr. Heelas, who turned him 
away. So, he took the road and started running towards the ‘Jolly Cricketers’. He saw a 
tram driver, his assistant and the people of Jolly Cricketers started chasing Griffin. Kemp 
took a sharp turn near a sweet shop where Griffin caught him. After a violent scuffle 
Kemp managed to hold Griffin. Soon the navvies or the workmen knocked the Invisible 
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man down with shovels. They kicked and beat him until he cried for mercy. Kemp tried to 
stop the crowd but it was too late and his voice choked. Slowly his naked and dead body 
started becoming visible. The people could make out his battered face. Thus, the Invisible 
man met a pathetic end. 

2. Character sketch of Marvel or Marvel is the only person to benefit from Griffin. 
Explain. 

Ans. When we meet Marvel, he appears to be unassuming, with no family, little money 
and not very bright. He was the perfect tool for Griffin. Griffin used him as he used the 
stray cat, his father or the Halls. He was forced by Griffin to go back to Coach and Horses 
and get back his books. He had to keep all the money Griffin was stealing. At Port Stowe 
when he tried to confide in a mariner he was attacked by Griffin. We feel sorry for him. 
In terror of the Invisible man he fled to ‘The Jolly Cricketers’ where a barman, an 
American cabman and a policeman try to help him. He was saved by the American who 
shot and hurt Griffin who fled. For his own safety Marvel requested to be put into prison. 
After Griffin’s death we find that Marvel was the owner of a small inn near Port Stowe 
ironically called ‘The Invisible Man’. The lawyers could not identify the stolen money 
which he had been able to keep. He also got some money for doing a one-man show to 
tell about his experience with Griffin. He lied about Griffin’s books and said he did not 
have them. Later we find out how the man we had considered foolish was trying to study 
the ‘wonderful secrets’ in Griffin’s books though he claimed he would not use it for doing 
evil. Thus the tramp is the only person who benefits from his association with Griffin. 

Tips to do well in the Examination 

1. Don’t forget to write P.T.O. 
2. Number your answers properly 
3. Write the name of the Section 
4. Pay attention to alignment 
5. Stick to the word limit 
6. Use space for rough work 
7. During reading time solve the unseen passage using a pencil 
8. Prepare a general question from each lesson of literature 

  a) Theme and Summary 
  b) List of main characters 
  c) Brief description of characters 
  d) Name of the lesson & Name of the author 

9. Learn by heart the formats of the writing section 
10. Don’t use correction fluid 
11. If you want to cross out a word, draw horizontal line across the word 
12. Cross out the blank sheets 
 

Tips to bust stress 

REST 

R-Rest/ Leisure/ Relaxation – Take adequate rest. Go to bed on time. Don’t stay 
awake at night. Take a few minutes break in between studies. Spend time with people 
with positive habits and constructive attitude.  
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E-Exercise/ Yoga/ Control – Do mild exercise or yoga. Listen to soothing music. 
Control your urge to spend too much time social networking. Do introspect but don’t 
brood. Keep yourself clean. Keep your room and surroundings clean.  

S- Sustenance/ Food/ Diet – Don’t eat unhealthy food. Don’t skip meals. Eat a healthy 
breakfast. Eat fruits. Eat vegetables. Eat nutritious home cooked food. Drink a lot of 
clean drinking water. Try to have a balanced diet.  

T-Time-Table/ Planning – Plan properly. Don’t keep things pending till the last 
moment. Make a time-table and try to follow that religiously. In the time-table 
provide ample time for meals, rest and leisure.  

Thoughts to Ponder 

Do not dwell in the past, do not dream of the future, concentrate the mind on the present 
moment. - Buddha 
No one saves us but ourselves. No one can and no one may. We ourselves must walk the 
path. - Buddha 
Success is not the key to happiness. Happiness is the key to success. If you love what you are 
doing, you will be successful. - Albert Schweitzer 
Success is not final, failure is not fatal: it is the courage to continue that counts. - Winston 
Churchill 
The price of success is hard work, dedication to the job at hand, and the determination that 
whether we win or lose, we have applied the best of ourselves to the task at hand. - Vince 
Lombardi 
Always be yourself, express yourself, have faith in yourself, do not go out and look for a 
successful personality and duplicate it. - Bruce Lee 
 

BEST OF LUCK 

                                  ***************** 
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